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' Rabbi Chaim Yosef David Azulai (Chida), scion of a famed rabbinical family originating from Castille and Morocco,
was born in 5484 (1724 CE) in Jerusalem. The Chida was considered the greatest halachic authority in the Oriental and
Italian Jewish communities. His huge, multifacted literary output included halachic rulings, kabbalah, commentaries on
the Bible and Talmud, bibliography, and travelogues; he was also involved in community affairs.
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