Unit 2 — Perek 1:1 - 4:40 — Moshe’s First Speech

Lesson 3 — Introduction to Moshe’s Speech

Objective: For students to understand the first five pesukim according to Ramban and
Rashi.

Background: These pesukim form an introduction to Sefer Devarim, or to the second
speech (Ramban). This introduction presents the historical setting for the speech, where
and when it was given. The first two pesukim are particularly difficult because it is not
clear how each phrase connects to the next and many of the places mentioned are not
familiar. Students should first figure out a peshat explanation along the lines of Ramban
and Ibn Ezra. Then they should be introduced to Rashi’s allegorical approach.

Activity: (3 periods)

1. Review the basic chronology of BneiYisrael’s travels from 2 ¥n nX°%> until their
arrival at 281 n127.

2. Ask students to write down answers to the following questions which you write on the
board:

Where are BneiYisrael at the end of Sefer Bemidbar? See Bemidbar 36:13.
Read 7-X 0°p109 & p09.

Where does Moshe give this speech?

When does Moshe give this speech?

Ask a few students what they wrote down. They will probably come up with a few
different answers based on which pasuk they focused on.
Explain that there seems to be at least three different locations named for this speech:

This is where they are in year 40 — 1777 72y X
somewhere in the wilderness, — 910 9% 72727272 .2
more specifically, in Arabah near Suf
A place that is between all of these places — 277 >71 MI¥M 1291 %00 P TR P2 .2

Read parts of Ibn Ezra or Ramban inside or explain their interpretations outside the text.
Ibn Ezra and Ramban suggest that the speech (the entire second speech according to
Ramban, perakim 12-26 according to Ibn Ezra) was repeated in each of these places. (See
source sheet L03a — Perek 1 — Rishonim on First Pasuk.doc.) The present speech was
already given to the first generation in those places and is being repeated here for the next
generation. Since they were not at Sinai and did not participate in the covenant they now
have to reenact the covenant.

3. Look for these places on a large map.

Or, have a few concordances in the room. Split up into groups. One person looks up the
places in concordance, another tries to locate them on a map.




The conclusion of this exercise should show that some of these places are difficult to
locate on a map and also do not occur anywhere else in Tanakh. (Notice that the places
we can identify go from North to South — from current speech backwards in time to
Sinai.) 79%9 is mentioned in Bemidbar 12:16. %51 is not mentioned elsewhere. 127 may be
equivalent to 7322 in Bemidbar 33:20. n7xn is found in Bemidbar 11:35. 277 >7 is not
mentioned elsewhere.

Now students should be ready to read Rashi who says that because some of the places
mentioned do not occur anywhere else in Tanakh, they must be allegories referring to
some of Bnei Yisrael’s sins during the forty years. For Rashi on pasuk 2 it is not
necessary to get into the details of the travel. Students should focus only on the beginning
and end of this dibbur.
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Notice that he does not translate word for word but rather inserts the Midrash into the
translation. In fact, Rashi often follows the interpretation of ©¥2pN.
Quiz — match up or fill-in place name with associated sin.

4. Mini-lesson on rebuke and criticism

Teenagers receive lots of overt and hidden criticism from their parents, teachers, and
friends and in turn sometimes give criticism to their friends, siblings, and, once in a
while, even teachers. Have a discussion on the following points: How does it feel to be
criticized? Does it matter who is criticizing you? Does it matter how they say it? When
do you feel a need to criticize others? What’s the difference between criticism, poking
fun, and putting down?

Use these Midrashim to bring out your message:

Perek 1 — Introduction to Moshe’s Speech

Midrashim on Debarim Perek 1
Giving and Taking Criticism
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In the discussion, students may bring up the difference between receiving
criticism from someone who loves you and from someone who is looking to deride. As
the first Midrash shows, one should only take to heart criticism from a loved one. Also,
one should refrain from giving criticism out of hate. The second Midrash shows that
criticism should always be joined with a complement — and also gives them a preview of
the next few pesukim.

To show that you practice what you preach use this as an opportunity to invite
comments and criticisms about your lessons. It’s important that students be able to submit
comments anonymously. Either set up a “suggestion box” or regularly (weekly, monthly)
give out a feedback form.

Further Reading: See Rabbi Tawil’s Shabbat Table Talks on Parashat Devarim about
giving criticism. A copy is included in the file of the source sheet above or go to:
http://www.judaic.org/tabletalk/1tabletalk.html.
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