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Lesson 5 – Appointing Judges – 1:9-18 
Objective: 

1. To start thinking about structure: how each section fits in the whole. 
2. To appreciate that Debarim is not a word for word repetition of the rest of 

Humash but rather a speech which uses historical events to deliver a message. 
3. To understand that the Jewish people represent both a nation and a religion and 

therefore requires many layers of leadership. 
4. To develop the skill of comparing many parallel texts and find their similarities 

and differences. 
 
Background: 
 Only four pesukim into Moshe’s first speech, we already encounter a digression 
concerning the appointment of judges. This is the first major event that Moshe chooses to 
discuss. Why is it so important to this introduction? The answer may be found by 
comparing this story with Shemot 18 and Bemidbar 11. Ramban and Abarbanel address 
the contradictions between Debarim and Shemot but this lesson does not use their 
approach. Instead, we show that Debarim is a conflation of two stories concerning both 
the judicial leadership (Shemot) and the spiritual leadership (Bemidbar). Therefore 
Moshe here reminds Bnei Yisrael of being not only just but also holy. 
 This also serves as a good introduction to studying Torah in general. As 
Americans, we are brought up with a strong sense of social justice and morality. 
However, the secular world lacks the spiritual goal of having consciousness of God and 
living in a sanctified manner. We learn humash not only to know right and wrong, reward 
and punishment, but also to be inspired by the prophetic messages of the Torah. 
 
Notes on Peshat: 
 .occurs frequently in Dt 1-11 (2:34, 3:4, 18) and usually introduces a tangent בעת ההיא .9
Here too it interrupts the story of the journey from Horeb which only resumes in pasuk 
19. 
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Activity: (2-3 periods) 
1. Have students fill out this worksheet in small groups. 
 
 

Worksheet for Debarim 1:9-18 - Appointing Judges 
 
1. What is this digression doing here? Why do you think it is important for Moshe to bring up this 
event? (Opinion question. There is no one right answer so just give it your best shot.) 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
 
2. Moshe, in this final speech, reminds Bnei Yisrael of many incidents that happened before. Where 
are we told about the appointing of judges in the first four sefarim of the humash? (If you don’t 
know then just continue.)_________________________________________________________ 
 
A. Read Debarim 1:6-18 and answer the following questions. Cite the pasuk in Debarim where you 
found the answer. 
3. When are the judges appointed? Before or after Matan Torah? ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
 
4. Whose idea is it to appoint them? ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
5. What are the qualifications to be a judge? ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
B. Read Shemot 18:14-26. For each question, cite the pasuk that proves your answer and compare 
with what it says in Debarim. 
6. When are the judges appointed? Before or after Matan Torah?____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
7. Whose idea is it to appoint them?___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
8. What are the qualifications to be a judge?_____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
9. What other similarities or differences do you notice between Shemot and Debarim?___________
________________________________________________________________________________
10. Can you give an explanation for any of the differences? Why would Moshe change the details of 
the story?________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
C. Now look at Bemidbar 11:4-34 (especially 11-17) and answer the same questions as above. 
11. When are the judges appointed? Before or after Matan Torah?___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
12. Whose idea is it to appoint them?__________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
13. What are the qualifications to be a judge?____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
14. What other similarities or differences do you notice?___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
15. Can you give an explanation for any of the differences? Why would Moshe change the details of 
the story?________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
16. What is the difference between Shemot and Bemidbar. If Moshe already has a system of judges, 
why can’t they help him with the Bemidbar complaints?___________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________  

  L05 Perek 1 - Judges -  Worksheet.doc 

Answer Key: 
1. Don’t go into this at the 
beginning. The answer will 
become clear in the end. This 
question is first just so that we 
keep it in mind. 
2. Shemot 18 and Bemidbar 
11. 
3. After – pasuk 6. 
4. Seemingly Moshe’s own 
idea but not mentioned 
explicitly – pasuk 13. 
5. Intelligent, wise, and well-
known (respected) – pasuk 13. 
6. Before. Matan Torah is in 
next chapter. (This answer is 
according to order of chapters 
- Ramban, not according to Ibn 
Ezra.) 
7. Yitro – pasuk 21. 
8. Capable men, who fear God, 
trustworthy men who hate 
bribes – 21. 
9. This question is only meant 
to encourage students who 
finish more quickly to 
continue analyzing. There are 
many other differences but 
they will not be addressed in 
this lesson. 
10. Ramban and Abarbanel 
suggest possible explanations. 
11. After – this story takes 
place while wandering the 
dessert. 
12. Hashem – pasuk 16. 
13. Elders whom are known as 
elders and officers – pasuk 16. 
14. see 9 above. 
15. Rishonim don’t compare 
this story with the others but 
see what students come up 
with. 
16. Bemidbar leaders fulfill a 
different purpose than Shemot 
judges. Judges of Shemot 
teach the law and decide court 
cases. Elders in Bemidbar 
bring prophetic inspiration to 
the people. 
Debarim recalls the 
importance of both types of 
leadership. 
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2. Review answers and give out this summary chart of textual comparisons: 
 

 
Appointing Judges: 

Devarim 1 Compared to Shemot 18 and Bemidbar 11 
 
 
 
 
 

  א פרק דברים  יח פרק שמות  יא פרק במדבר
Prophetic Leadership + Judicial Leadership = Summary of Both Together 

יְדֹוָד אֶל מֹשֶׁה וַיֹּאמֶר)   יא   (
לֹא מָּהוְלָ לְעַבְדֶּךָ הֲרֵעֹתָ לָמָה
מַשָּׂא אֶת לָשׂוּם בְּעֵינֶיךָ חֵן מָצָתִי
 : עָלָי הַזֶּה הָעָם כָּל
הָעָם כָּל אֵת הָרִיתִי הֶאָנֹכִי)   יב  (

תֹאמַר כִּי יְלִדְתִּיהוּ אָנֹכִי אִם הַזֶּה
יִשָּׂא כַּאֲשֶׁר בְחֵיקֶךָ שָׂאֵהוּ אֵלַי

אֲשֶׁר הָאֲדָמָה עַל הַיֹּנֵק אֶת הָאֹמֵן
 : לַאֲבֹתָיו  בַּעְתָּנִשְׁ
לְכָל לָתֵת בָּשָׂר לִי מֵאַיִן)   יג  (

תְּנָה לֵאמֹר עָלַי יִבְכּוּ כִּי הַזֶּה הָעָם
 : וְנֹאכֵלָה בָשָׂר לָּנוּ
לְבַדִּי  אָנֹכִי אוּכַל לֹא)   יד  (

כָבֵד כִּי הַזֶּה הָעָם כָּל אֶת לָשֵׂאת
 : מִמֶּנִּי

לִּי עֹשֶׂה תְּאַ כָּכָה וְאִם)   טו  (
חֵן מָצָאתִי אִם הָרֹג נָא הָרְגֵנִי
   פ:  בְּרָעָתִי אֶרְאֶה וְאַל בְּעֵינֶיךָ

 כָּל אֵת מֹשֶׁה חֹתֵן וַיַּרְא)   יד(
 מָה וַיֹּאמֶר לָעָם עֹשֶׂה הוּא אֲשֶׁר
 לָעָם עֹשֶׂה אַתָּה אֲשֶׁר הַזֶּה הַדָּבָר
 הָעָם וְכָל לְבַדֶּךָ יוֹשֵׁב אַתָּה מַדּוּעַ
 : עָרֶב עַד בֹּקֶר  מִן עָלֶיךָ נִצָּב

 כִּי לְחֹתְנוֹ מֹשֶׁה וַיֹּאמֶר)   טו  (
 : אֱלֹהִים לִדְרֹשׁ הָעָם אֵלַי יָבֹא

 אֵלַי בָּא דָּבָר לָהֶם יִהְיֶה כִּי)   טז  (
 רֵעֵהוּ וּבֵין אִישׁ בֵּין וְשָׁפַטְתִּי
 וְאֶת הָאֱלֹהִים חֻקֵּי אֶת וְהוֹדַעְתִּי

 : רֹתָיותּוֹ
 לֹא אֵלָיו מֹשֶׁה חֹתֵן וַיֹּאמֶר)   יז  (

 : עֹשֶׂה אַתָּה אֲשֶׁר הַדָּבָר טוֹב
 גַּם אַתָּה גַּם תִּבֹּל נָבֹל)   יח  (

 מִמְּךָ כָבֵד כִּי עִמָּךְ אֲשֶׁר הַזֶּה הָעָם
 : לְבַדֶּךָ עֲשֹׂהוּ תוּכַל לֹא הַדָּבָר

  
     

 הַהִוא בָּעֵת אֲלֵכֶם וָאֹמַר)   ט   (
 שְׂאֵת  לְבַדִּי  אוּכַל לֹא לֵאמֹר
  :אֶתְכֶם

 אֶתְכֶם הִרְבָּה אֱלֹהֵיכֶם יְדֹוָד)   י  (
: לָרֹב הַשָּׁמַיִם כְּכוֹכְבֵי הַיּוֹם וְהִנְּכֶם

 יֹסֵף אֲבוֹתֵכֶם אֱלֹהֵי יְדֹוָד)   יא  (
 וִיבָרֵךְ פְּעָמִים אֶלֶף כָּכֶם עֲלֵיכֶם
 : לָכֶם רדִּבֶּ כַּאֲשֶׁר אֶתְכֶם

 טָרְחֲכֶם לְבַדִּי אֶשָּׂא אֵיכָה)   יב  (
 : וְרִיבְכֶם וּמַשַּׂאֲכֶם

  
     

 

מֹשֶׁה אֶל יְדֹוָד וַיֹּאמֶר)   טז  (
מִזִּקְנֵי אִישׁ שִׁבְעִים לִּי אֶסְפָה
זִקְנֵי הֵם כִּי יָדַעְתָּ אֲשֶׁר יִשְׂרָאֵל
אֶל אֹתָם וְלָקַחְתָּ וְשֹׁטְרָיו הָעָם
: עִמָּךְ שָׁם  וְהִתְיַצְּבוּ מוֹעֵד לאֹהֶ

שָׁם עִמְּךָ וְדִבַּרְתִּי וְיָרַדְתִּי)   יז  (
עָלֶיךָ אֲשֶׁר הָרוּחַ מִן וְאָצַלְתִּי
אִתְּךָ וְנָשְׂאוּ עֲלֵיהֶם וְשַׂמְתִּי
אַתָּה תִשָּׂא וְלֹא הָעָם בְּמַשָּׂא
 :לְבַדֶּךָ

 אִיעָצְךָ בְּקֹלִי שְׁמַע עַתָּה)   יט  (
 לָעָם אַתָּה הֱיֵה עִמָּךְ אֱלֹהִים וִיהִי
 אֶת אַתָּה וְהֵבֵאתָ הָאֱלֹהִים מוּל

 : הָאֱלֹהִים אֶל הַדְּבָרִים
 אֶת אֶתְהֶם וְהִזְהַרְתָּה)   כ  (

 וְהוֹדַעְתָּ הַתּוֹרֹת וְאֶת הַחֻקִּים
 וְאֶת בָהּ יֵלְכוּ הַדֶּרֶךְ אֶת לָהֶם

 : וּןיַעֲשׂ אֲשֶׁר הַמַּעֲשֶׂה
 הָעָם מִכָּל תֶחֱזֶה וְאַתָּה)   כא  (

 אַנְשֵׁי אֱלֹהִים יִרְאֵי חַיִל אַנְשֵׁי
 עֲלֵהֶם וְשַׂמְתָּ בָצַע שֹׂנְאֵי אֱמֶת
 שָׂרֵי מֵאוֹת שָׂרֵי אֲלָפִים שָׂרֵי

 : עֲשָׂרֹת וְשָׂרֵי חֲמִשִּׁים
 עֵת בְּכָל הָעָם אֶת וְשָׁפְטוּ)   כב  (

 אֵלֶיךָ יָבִיאוּ הַגָּדֹל רהַדָּבָ כָּל וְהָיָה
 הֵם יִשְׁפְּטוּ הַקָּטֹן הַדָּבָר וְכָל

 : אִתָּךְ וְנָשְׂאוּ מֵעָלֶיךָ וְהָקֵל
 תַּעֲשֶׂה הַזֶּה הַדָּבָר אֶת אִם)   כג  (

 כָּל וְגַם עֲמֹד וְיָכָלְתָּ אֱלֹהִים וְצִוְּךָ
: בְשָׁלוֹם יָבֹא מְקֹמוֹ עַל הַזֶּה הָעָם

 חֹתְנוֹ לְקוֹל מֹשֶׁה מַעוַיִּשְׁ)   כד  (
 : אָמָר אֲשֶׁר כֹּל וַיַּעַשׂ

 חֲכָמִים אֲנָשִׁים לָכֶם הָבוּ)   יג  (
 וַאֲשִׂימֵם לְשִׁבְטֵיכֶם וִידֻעִים וּנְבֹנִים

 : בְּרָאשֵׁיכֶם
 טוֹב וַתֹּאמְרוּ אֹתִי וַתַּעֲנוּ)   יד  (

 : לַעֲשׂוֹת דִּבַּרְתָּ אֲשֶׁר הַדָּבָר
 שִׁבְטֵיכֶם רָאשֵׁי אֶת קַּחוָאֶ)   טו  (

 אֹתָם וָאֶתֵּן וִידֻעִים חֲכָמִים אֲנָשִׁים
 וְשָׂרֵי אֲלָפִים שָׂרֵי עֲלֵיכֶם רָאשִׁים
 עֲשָׂרֹת וְשָׂרֵי חֲמִשִּׁים וְשָׂרֵי מֵאוֹת

 : לְשִׁבְטֵיכֶם  וְשֹׁטְרִים
 בָּעֵת שֹׁפְטֵיכֶם אֶת וָאֲצַוֶּה)   טז  (

 אֲחֵיכֶם בֵּין שָׁמֹעַ לֵאמֹר הַהִוא
 אָחִיו וּבֵין אִישׁ בֵּין צֶדֶק וּשְׁפַטְתֶּם

 : גֵּרוֹ וּבֵין
 בַּמִּשְׁפָּט פָנִים תַכִּירוּ לֹא)   יז  (

 תָגוּרוּ לֹא תִּשְׁמָעוּן כַּגָּדֹל כַּקָּטֹן
 לֵאלֹהִים הַמִּשְׁפָּט כִּי אִישׁ מִפְּנֵי
 מִכֶּם יִקְשֶׁה אֲשֶׁר וְהַדָּבָר הוּא
 : וּשְׁמַעְתִּיו  אֵלַי בוּןתַּקְרִ

 הַהִוא בָּעֵת אֶתְכֶם וָאֲצַוֶּה)   יח  (
 :תַּעֲשׂוּן אֲשֶׁר הַדְּבָרִים כָּל אֵת

 

Structure of א פרק  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Introduction to Historical Speechא: א-ה 
 

1. Command to leave from Sinai and travel to Har ha-Emori at southern border of Israel, 
 : הַזֶּה בָּהָר שֶׁבֶת לָכֶם רַב לֵאמֹר בְּחֹרֵב אֵלֵינוּ דִּבֶּר אֱלֹהֵינוּ יְדֹוָד)   ו(
  הָאֱמֹרִי הַר וּבֹאוּ לָכֶם וּסְעוּ פְּנוּ)   ז(

2. and to continue to inherit all of the land 
 : פְּרָת נְהַר הַגָּדֹל הַנָּהָר עַד וְהַלְּבָנוֹן הַכְּנַעֲנִי אֶרֶץ הַיָּם וּבְחוֹף וּבַנֶּגֶב וּבַשְּׁפֵלָה בָהָר בָּעֲרָבָה שְׁכֵנָיו כָּל וְאֶל

 לְיִצְחָק לְאַבְרָהָם לַאֲבֹתֵיכֶם יְדֹוָד נִשְׁבַּע אֲשֶׁר הָאָרֶץ אֶת וּרְשׁוּ בֹּאוּ הָאָרֶץ אֶת לִפְנֵיכֶם תִּינָתַ רְאֵה)   ח(
 : אַחֲרֵיהֶם וּלְזַרְעָם לָהֶם לָתֵת וּלְיַעֲקֹב

 
 

 Appointing Judgesט-  יח 
 הָבוּ לָכֶם אֲנָשִׁים חֲכָמִים וּנְבֹנִים וִידֻעִים לְשִׁבְטֵיכֶם 

 וַאֲשִׂימֵם בְּרָאשֵׁיכֶם
 

        
1. Fulfillment of first part of command 

 צִוָּה כַּאֲשֶׁר הָאֱמֹרִי הַר דֶּרֶךְ רְאִיתֶם אֲשֶׁר הַהוּא וְהַנּוֹרָא הַגָּדוֹל הַמִּדְבָּר כָּל אֵת וַנֵּלֶךְ מֵחֹרֵב וַנִּסַּע)   יט  (
 : בַּרְנֵעַ קָדֵשׁ דעַ וַנָּבאֹ אֹתָנוּ אֱלֹהֵינוּ יְדֹוָד

 : לָנוּ נתֵֹן אֱלֹהֵינוּ יְדֹוָד אֲשֶׁר הָאֱמֹרִי הַר עַד בָּאתֶם אֲלֵכֶם וָאֹמַר)   כ  (
2. Repetition of second part of command 

 וְאַל תִּירָא אַל לָךְ אֲבֹתֶיךָ יאֱלֹהֵ יְדוָֹד דִּבֶּר כַּאֲשֶׁר רֵשׁ עֲלֵה הָאָרֶץ אֶת לְפָנֶיךָ אֱלֹהֶיךָ יְדוָֹד נָתַן רְאֵה)   כא  (
 : תֵּחָת

 
 

 Spiesכב-מה 
 נִשְׁלְחָה אֲנָשִׁים לְפָנֵינוּ וְיַחְפְּרוּ לָנוּ אֶת הָאָרֶץ

 
 
 

2. Failure to fulfill second part of command 
 : יְשַׁבְתֶּם אֲשֶׁר כַּיָּמִים רַבִּים יָמִים בְקָדֵשׁ וַתֵּשְׁבוּ)   מו  (

 

Str uct ur e of ים  ספר דבר
 

א : Introductiה  -א on t o Moshe’s Fi r st  Spe ec h 
 

מ  ד: א:ו-
רי  סטו ם ההי נאו

 Th e Historical Speec h 
 
 

מא-מג  - –ד: ערי מקלט   F ugi t ive C it ies 
 

א  מד-ה: : I –ד nt roduc ti on t o Mos he ’s Second Spe ec h 
 

 
 
 
 
 

כו   פרקים ה-
ום המצוות  נא

Th e Mit zv ot Speech 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ב  הברית – כז-ל ם  או  נ
Berit  Re newal Ceremo ny 

 
 
 

ד  ג-ל Mos –ל he ’s  D eath 
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This example also serves as a good example into the concept of “history” in Debarim. 
Notice how Moshe here joins together two separate incidents. The important point here is 
not to record the details of exactly what happened at each time but rather to summarize 
what is necessary to deliver this lesson about the importance to all kinds of leadership. 
Especially since Moshe is about to die, he reassures the people that they are in good 
hands. 
 
Summary Blackboard: 

Why does Moshe talk about Appointing Judges here? 
• To reassure them that even though he will die, they will be in good hands. 
• To remind them how numerous they are. Hashem has already fulfilled part of His 

promise in Gen 15:5. 
• To remind them that they already had military leaders (v 15) ready to take them 

into Israel. The first generation had no excuse to fail and this generation still has 
proper leadership to help fulfill God’s commandment to enter the land. 

• Foreshadows a primary goal of all the laws to follow – to ensure social justice. 
• Remind them of their goals both as a political entity (Ex 18) and as a holy nation 

(Num 11). 
 
Discussion: Are there any times when you feel holy? Are there times when you feel you 
want to grow spiritually? Who do you look to for spiritual leadership? In the absence of 
prophets today what can we do to find inspired guidance? (Learn the words of the 
prophets…like Debarim.) 
 
 
Quiz: 

דברים א  שמות יח במדבר יא  
   When are the judges 

appointed – before 
or after מתן תורה? 

   
 
 

Whose idea is it to 
appoint them? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  What are the 
qualification to be a 

judge? 
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