Lesson 12 — Mizmor 114: Learning From History

Goal:

Students will be able to identify historical events mentioned in Mizmor 114 and explain
why the Mizmor chose those events, how it recasts them, and how they contribute to the
message of the Mizmor. Students should also be able to point out elision and parallelism
in each Pasuk.

Activity:

1. As a Do Now, ask students to add punctuation to Mizmor 114. They can use pencil in
their Tanakhim or use this handout. Then ask them to list all of the historical events that
are mentioned in the Mizmor and try to find the Pesukim in Humash or Neviim where
those events occur.

Worksheet for Mizmor 114

1. Add Punctuation Marks to Mizmor 114:
77 719 D*'71'An
W5 DYN APY? M2 DIIRNN TN NNYI (N)
PRYNN S 1WTRY NN N7 (1)
INNY 292 1720 O NN 07 ()
NN 21D NIV D"?’Z;C) Y17 0NN (1)
IINND 207 17920 0NN 2D 0D T2 NN (M)
INY 223 NiYI) DN ITRIN 0IN7 (1)
APY2 DTN 22990 XIN N V1T 2970 ()
0 YN ¥NIN DI DIN IIND 22971 (M)
2. Fill in this chart by listing the historical events mentioned in Mizmor 114
and searching for the Pesukim in Humash or Neviim where those events are

recounted.

Mizmor 114 Original Story
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Ask a student to read the Mizmor with emphasis on the punctuation. If that student made
a mistake (like reading Pesukim 5-6 as a statement rather than as a question) have another
student try again. They should find that each pair of Pesukim forms a complete sentence
such that we can break down the Mizmor into four parts: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8.

yo oyn BE na (nnya) , 013910 INIY NNKA ()
PNIVYNN INIY? [NDN] AVTRY DT NN ()
,INNY 300 NI YTD , O NN 00 ()
.]N'B ’g:p [N‘IP‘J] mygg ,D’?’I;Q ﬂ‘er D"JDQ (7
,NINNY 3R 17210 [T9 o) ,ONN D D0 T2 NN (M)
TINN )22 [YTRPIN] MY ,DYONIITRIN OINN ()

- [y 2] BES 2ioN 2991 NINOIN PTN 99N (1)
.00 YN ¥InoN [>39117) ,00 DIN XD 12917 (M)

3. Going around the room, have students read, translate, and analyze each Pasuk looking
for parallelism and other poetic devices. Point out the following:

Pasuk 1 — The word nxxa applies to the second half as well even though it does not
appear there. We have placed it in brackets above to indicate this continuation of
meaning. When a word is omitted while its meaning is assumed this is called elision.
DRI =2py° N3, a step up from one word to two words; 2*1¥nn=1¥% avn, again one word to
two words. The second term is more poetic than the first. “Egypt” is the objective name
of the oppressor while “a foreign nation” represents our subjective judgment of them. It
emphasizes how Israel never felt at home in Egypt and were always treated as outsiders.
By eliding nxx2 and then adding more words in the second half, the Pasuk remains
metrically balanced.

Pasuk 2 — This Pasuk continues the sentence begun in Pasuk 1:
“When Israel left, then...” 707 is elided in the second half. The anachronistic parallelism
of 773 to "X reflects a later time when Judah takes leadership over the Southern
Kingdom, and eventually comes to represent the entire nation (which is why Jews are
called Jews). Wwip=rm>wnn. Notice that the referent of pronoun in “His holy” and “His
dominion” is unclear since God was not previously mentioned in this Mizmor. Why isn’t
God mentioned at the beginning? The Mizmor purposely keeps us in suspense as we will
see. Pasuk 1 contains 7% in its first half and Pasuk 2 has ?X7w” in its second half thus
forming an envelope and indicating that these two Pesukim are one section. Both of these
Pesukim borrow ideas and words from Shemot 19:1-6.

Pasuk 3 — 01m="11K% 20" - one word is replaced by two and “turning backwards” is more
descriptive than “fleeing.” o’n=777"71 these refer to the two times in history when a river
was split so the people could go through (see chart). Why do the rivers split in the story
as told in Shemot and Yehoshua? Because Bnei Yisrael needed to get to the other side.
Splitting of the sea had a functional goal. Why does the sea split in this Mizmor? Because
they are afraid of Hashem. The waters are personified and given emotions. 1X1 is elided
in the second half. What did the sea see? We assume it is Hashem, but why is this not said
explicitly? It is as if we are hearing only one side of the conversation or seeing someone’s
reaction to something without knowing what he is experiencing. This omission raises our
curiosity to know from what the water is running away and further keeps us in suspense.
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References to Humash-Neviim in Mizmor 114

02 P9 MY

PP MM 9PN

NINR ONIW? 02 NRYD WOYD YN (N)
29D 9270 IND NI D12 OIYN

NN PO 127N ININ DPIIN WON (3)
20D TN bmw’ DV YD 127”2

1 TIT PIN KIPN Dﬁbm bN ﬁbv nwum ()
’;g? TIN APY TAT NN 1D ORS00
| ONIYY

YD DYN APY? NP2 DIINNN INIY NNYA (N)

NYN) D87 O1OYY TUN DIONX) OPIX (7)
"DN DONN NIN) DY) 29)2 Yy DINN

NN ONINYY ’bvn wbwn YinyY ox NHY) (M)
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SNIND

nox B§E >» o> FSEEE > Bl orxy ()

(NI 22 HN 2TH YN DT
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LINY 9322 NIV DN ITP) 9))
$IINND 29N 17720 ONN I 0D T2 NN (N)
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Pasuk 4 — o™n=nwax and 2°2°X2=IX¥ *122. 177N is elided in the second half. This Pasuk
uses a simile to make the movement of the earthquake more vivid. This seems to be a
reference to Har Sinai. Alternatively, there may have been an earthquake at the same time
as the splitting of the sea and perhaps was even the cause of a tsunami-like phenomenon.
Pesukim 5 & 6 — These two Pesukim repeat the previous two word for word in the form
of a question. The suspense that has been building up in the first half of the Mizmor
finally is made explicit. The question is somewhat rhetorical since we already know the
answer. Nevertheless, it builds up tension for the dramatic conclusion. When performed,
the question may be recited antiphonically.

Pasuk 7 — Hashem is hinted to all along until He makes a grand entrance in this Pasuk.
"1991="10%1. 7R 9 is elided. NTR=2py> "R - step up from general word “Master” to
specific “God of Jacob.” Jacob here recalls the mention of the house of Jacob in Pasuk 1.
Pasuk 8 — mx=w"n%n - a flintstone is harder than most other rocks. 2ak=pvn. 0k is a pool
of water while 1vn is a flowing fountain. The second half thus intensifies the first half.
Not only can God turn a plain rock into a pond, he can even turn a very hard rock into a
flowing fountain. What historical event does this refer to? Moshe hitting the rock to bring
forth water. Why is this event singled out from all the other miracles that occurred such
as the falling of the 1»? Why is this event the climax of the Mizmor? It has to do with
water just like splitting the sea. Water is our most basic need, and God can provide it for
us even from something as hard as a flint stone. God can just as easily turn a river into
dry land as He can turn a rock into a fountain.

4. Summarize

This Mizmor recalls a series of historical events in a more poetic light. The rivers and
mountains are personified and their movement is exaggerated. At the same time, God’s
presence is understated. Pasuk 2 uses only a pronoun with no referent, Pasuk 3 does not
state what the water saw, and Pesukim 5-6 wonder what force is behind the movement.
The exaggeration and personification of the miracles and the subduing of God’s presence
through most of the Mizmor serve to enhance the drama of the last two Pesukim. We
finally realize that God is behind all of history and nature. The Mizmor opened by stating
God and Israel have a special relationship. In case anyone should think that Hashem is
Israel’s God and other nations have other gods, which was the common belief in
polytheistic societies, this Mizmor tells us that the God of Jacob also controls all of
nature. The God of Israel directs history and rules over all of creation. There is only one
driving force in the world.
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