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Addicted to Good:
Moshe’s Last Actions - Cities of Refuge
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Midrash Devarim Rabbah 2:26

THEN MOSES SEPARATED.

This bears out what Scripture says, “He who loves silver will never be satisfied with
silver” (Kohelet 5:9). Don’t we already know that people are never be satisfied? What
then is the force of the words, “With silver”?

A. The Rabbis said: This verse refers to scholars who love the words of the Torah which
is compared to silver, as it is said, “To acquire knowledge is better than silver (Mishle
16:16). Rabbi Nahman said: He who loves Torah can never have enough Torah...

B. Another explanation: “He who loves silver...” Rabbi Yizhak said: He who loves the
mizvot can never have enough of them. How so? You find that two great people of the
world, David and Moses, could never have enough of them.

1. Although God said to David, “You shall not build this house for me” (Divrei
haYamim 2 6:9), yet David said to himself, “Just because the Holy One, blessed be He,
said “You will not build this house for me’, can I sit still?”” What did he do? Before he
died, he busied himself with the preparation of all the necessary materials for [the
Temple] before he died, as it is said, “Now, behold, in my suffering I have prepared for
the house of the Lord” (Divrei haYamim 1 22:14).

2. And so it was too with Moses. Although God had said to him, “You shall not
go over this Jordan” (Devarim 3:27), yet Moses immediately exclaimed, “Shall I then
depart this world without setting aside cities of refuge?”

Therefore, THEN MOSES SEPARATED.
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