Rambam’s View On Magic
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Rambam, Misheh Torah, Laws of Idolatry 11:16

These practices are all lies and falsehoods. The ancient pagans used them to mislead the
ignorant masses into being guided by them. It is not fitting for Jews, as people of
intelligence and intellect, to continue to subscribe to these vanities and to imagine that
there is any benefit in them as it is stated, “For there is no enchantment with Jacob,
neither is there any divination with Israel.” And it is stated, “Those nations that you are
about to dispossess do indeed resort to soothsayers and augers; to you, however, Hashem
your God has not assigned the like.”

All who give credence to any of these things and imagine that they are true but only
forbidden by the Torah, are nothing but fools and weak-minded, or belong to the category
of women' and children whose understanding is imperfect. But scholars and enlightened
thinkers are convinced that all these things prohibited by the Torah are not matters of
wisdom, but mumbo-jumbo by which the gullible are misled, and for the sake of which
they abandon always of truth. Therefore, the Torah, in admonishing to beware of these
vanities, declares: You shall be whole-hearted with Hashem your God.”
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! In those days women were not given any education.



