Megillat Esther, Lesson 4:

The character of Esther in 2 719 and the connection to 79H0 9RY

Esther’s character development in P-T DYp79

Throughout 2 P19, it is clear that Mordecai is “in charge” of Esther. He “commands” (M) her, and she
obeys:
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Esther did not tell of her people or her ancestry, because Mordecai commanded her
not to tell (2:10).
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Esther was not telling of her ancestry or her people, as Mordecai commanded her.
Esther obeyed Mordecai’s word, just as when she was in his care (2:20).

Her passivity is not just vis-a-vis Mordecai, but others, as well. When she is asked, as all the women
are, what she wants to be given before going in to spend an evening with the king, 927 nWpa RY “she
requested nothing.” This is not necessarily an act of timidity, but of calculated malleability. She did
not actually request nothing. She requested nothing except what Hegali, the royal eunuch in charge of
the king’s women, recommended. Who would know better what the king liked than Hegai?? Rather
than being timid, Esther shows us here that she is willing to forego her own preferences in order to
please others (other men?). It is no surprise, then, that >89-93 72°2 10 NRYI INOR *nM “Everyone
who saw her liked Esther.”

In 7 P79, a more assertive Esther emerges. First, she commands Hatach to go to Mordecai to find out
why he is wearing sackcloth at the palace gate:
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Esther called Hatach, one of the royal eunuchs who had been assigned to her, and
commanded him to go to Mordecai, to find out what this was and what it was about
(4:7)-

Mordecai responds in the old model of their relationship: he commands her what to do:
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Mordecai told [Hatach] all that had happened to him ... and to tell [Esther] and
command her to go in to the king, to beg him and plead with him for her people (4:7-8)

But this time Esther does not listen. She rebuffs Mordecai’s command, insisting that she cannot and
will not go in and beg for her people.



Important to note: Mordecai is here telling Esther to radically shift course. Until now she kept her
ancestry secret, and now he wants her to reveal it in a bid for compassion. Esther does not accept this
(until much later in the story). At this point, she wants to go in a different direction.

Indeed, Esther ends the P79 telling Mordecai what to do:
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Esther said to reply to Mordecai: “Go gather all the Jews in the fortress of Shushan...”
(415)
And the conclusion is truly shocking in terms of the relationship:
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Mordecai went out, and did all that Esther had commanded him (4:17).

Esther has come a long way, from being the obedient girl who does whatever she is told, to the one
who is coming up with her own plans and issuing commands to Mordecai, her former guardian.

She resists both, never shedding her identity or her dignity (5:1): 1290 9nOR WaoYm.



