Handout: The (Partial) Return of the Jews to Jerusalem in Cyrus’ Reign

In this lesson, we will trace the return of some of the Jews from Bavel to Jerusalem and Judah after
Cyrus’ proclamation. This will allow us to see that many of the same issues that are live issues for Jews
today were live issues for Jews 2500 years ago, as well.

1. The return was led by Sheshbazzar (Ezra 1:7-8):
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King Cyrus brought out all the vessels of the Temple of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought
from Jerusalem and placed in his god’s temple. Cyrus had them brought out by Mitredat, the treasurer,
and gave them to Sheshbazzar, prince of Judah.

2. Many thousands of people went (Ezra 2:1-2, 64-66):
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These were the people from the province who went up from captivity in exile, whom
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had exiled to Babylon, and they returned to Jerusalem and Judah,
each to his own town, who came with Zerubbavel, Yeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Re‘elya, Mordecai,
Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvay, Rehum, Ba‘ana....

The whole population as one, 42,360, in addition to their male and female slaves, these were 7,337,
and 200 male and female singers. Their horses numbered 736; their mules 245; their camels 435; their
donkeys 6,720.

3. This was a time of great joy for those who journeyed (Tehillim 126);
D332 390K TR N1 13110'71 1°9 PINY N'?D’ R2 D’D'?TD M ]1’3 NVY-NR 'n 2392 niYynn PY R
DIPARD (INP2Y) IMAV-NR ‘N NIY T .0MAY 177 129Y MYYY ‘1 910 3 .agR-0y nivyd n vn
1’]'!?3'7N RYI 1272 RI-R2 YID-TYN NUJ 51 19 '|1'7'1 ) 1137’ 1272 NYNT2 DY N .22
A Song of Ascents, when the Lord brought back the remnant of Zion, we were like dreamers! Then our
mouths were filled with song, and our tongues with joy, then it was said among the nations, the Lord
has done great things with these people! The Lord has done great things with us, we were rejoicing.
Lord, return our remnant, like streams running through the Negev! Those who sowed with tears shall
harvest with joy. The one who carried the bag of seed, walking and crying all the way, shall enter with

joy, bearing his bundles!

4. They began to build the wTpnn N2 (Ezra 3:8-11) with much pomp:
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In the second month of the second year after thelr arrlval at the house of God in Jerusalem,
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak and the rest of their brothers, the priests and the
Levites and all who had returned from the captivity to Jerusalem, began the work. They appointed
Levites twenty years old and older to supervise the building of the house of the Lord. Joshua and his
sons and brothers and Kadmiel and his sons, descendants of Hodaviah, and the sons of Henadad and
their sons and brothers, all Levites, joined together in supervising those working on the house of God.
10 When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their vestments and
with trumpets, and the Levites, sons of Asaph, with cymbals, took their places to praise the Lord, as
prescribed by David king of Israel. They sang to the Lord with praise and thanksgiving:

“He is good;

his love toward Israel endures forever.”
And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the
Lord was laid.

5. Forsome time they did not make much progress (Haggai 1:1-3):
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In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first of the month, the word of the Lord
came through Haggai the prophet to Zerubbavel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son
of Jehozadak the high priest, saying: “Thus said the Lord of hosts, This nation has said that the time
has not come — the time for the Temple of the Lord to be built. But the word of the Lord through
Haggai the prophet is: Is it the time for you to live in your paneled houses, while this House lies

destroyed?!”

6. This may have been because of the poor economic situation in Jerusalem and surrounding areas
(Haggai1:6, 9):
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You have planted much, but harvested little, eat but never to satisfy, drink but never enough for
inebriation, dress but are not warm; the one who earns wages puts them in a purse with holes. ... You
expected much, but see, it turned out to be little.

7. The work eventually got underway in earnest, and was completed in the sixth year of Darius

(Ezra 613-18):
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Then, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, Shethar-Bozenai, and their associates, because of the
decree King Darius had sent, diligently carried it out. The elders of the Jews continued to build and
prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, son of Iddo, and they finished



building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel and the decrees of Cyrus, Darius
and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. This temple was completed on the third day of the month Adar, in the
sixth year of the reign of King Darius. The people of Israel — priests, Levites, and the rest of the exilic
community — celebrated the dedication of the house of God with joy.



