Handout: Comparison of Esther with King Saul
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Introduction of
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270 INYI 1720 JYIVA 710D I WIR N
YR 10PN YR WIR-12 OVRY-1a TR 13
Dy NNYIN YR -ubn -y DY -1'71-1
790 IXI71) -1'7;1 YR -rn-v--('m nn

IRDR XD NOTA-NX JHR 07 1,913

-12 HR2AR-12 WP DY PRNan WIR-NN
732 "PR WR-12 MOR-12 N7303-12 1Y
22101 N2 NIRY DY 12 -9 .9

Does not reveal

19 TIN-RY N2IYNN 127-NR) “the matter of
the kingship he did not tell him” (1
Samuel 10:16)

Agag/Amalek Mordecai and Esther succeed by Saul loses his kingship for failing to
defeating Haman “the Agagite.” destroy Agag, king of the Amalekites (1
Samuel 15).
Remaining Mordecai charges Esther that she “must | One of Saul’s early mistakes was his
silent? not remain silent ("90N) (4:14). failure to act decisively when faced with

challenges to his authority at the
beginning of his reign. Instead, the text

”»

says, “he remained silent (vInn).

The “father’s
house”

Mordecai tells Esther that if she does
remain silent, “you and your father’s
house” (728 n>2) nNR) will perish (-oR
PAR-TVI DR.L.ORTD NP OWIND WIND
ITARN, 4114) .

Samuel told Saul: “Who does the entire
Israel desire? You — and your father’s
house!” ( 77 R%) 87 NTIN-%3 M9
PR N2 959, 1 Samuel 9:20).

The banquets In Esther, the queen hosts two banquets, | In1Samuel 20, Saul hosts a feast on one
on successive days; the first passes day, and then another feast the next day
uneventfully, while at the second, the (v. 27). Whereas the first one passes
king rises angrily and leaves, and Haman | uneventfully, at the second the host, Saul,
observes that NYIN YIR NNYI-2 MR’ | becomes enraged at one guest, Jonathan,
7990 nRN “the king definitely intends for betraying him and protecting David.
evil against him” (Esther 7:7). Jonathan concludes that ny7n NN%2

nyn “[Saul] definitely intends evil” (v. 7)
and rises angrily from the feast (v. 34:
q8-I03 JN7WN DY 1NN OpN).

m

In concluding his plea for action,
Mordecai tells Esther that what she must
bring is N9¥M M. The concept of M7 is
not one with positive resonances for Saul.

“Relief” (M) eluded Saul when he was
king, and he was able to achieve it only
by relying on the upstart David: “David
would take the lyre and play by hand,
and bring relief (M17) to Saul so that he
had it good, and the evil spirit would
depart from him.

Spoils of war

Finally, in the battles at the end the Jews
“do not touch the spoils” (9:15). This is
despite the fact that in 8:11, they were
explicitly given permission to plunder
their enemies.

In 1 Samuel 15, the Israelites, in direct
violation of religious orders, brought
back spoils of war from Amalek.




