
 

Similarities between Esther and Joseph 
 

I Verbal parallels 
 

 יוסףסיפורי  –בראשית  מגילת אסתר

קַח הָמָן אֶת אֶת-וַיִּ בוּשׁ וְּ שׁ אֶת-הַלְּ בֵּ יר -הַסּוּס וַיַלְּ חוֹב הָעִּ רְּ הוּ בִּ יבֵּ כִּ כָי וַיַרְּ דֳּ מָרְּ
פָנָיו  רָא לְּ קְּ יקָרוֹ וַיִּ ץ בִּ ישׁ אֲשֶׁר הַמֶלֶךְ חָפֵּ  .כָכָה יֵּעָשֶה לָאִּ

Haman took the garments and the horse and he clothed 
Mordecai.  He had him ride in the city square and he 
called in front of him, “This is what shall be done to the 
one whose honor the king desires!” (6:11) 

נֶה אֲשֶׁר שְּׁ כֶבֶת הַמִּ רְּ מִּ ב אֹתוֹ בְּ כֵּ ךְ-וַיַרְּ רֵּ פָנָיו אַבְּ אוּ לְּ רְּ קְּ  !לוֹ וַיִּ

He had him ride in the second chariot he had, and they 
called in front of him “Abrek!” (41:43). 

הָמָן -וַיָסַר הַמֶלֶךְ אֶת יר מֵּ תּוֹ אֲשֶׁר הֶעֱבִּ כָיטַבַעְּ דֳּ מָרְּ נָהּ לְּ תְּּ  .וַיִּ

The king removed his ring which he had taken from 
Haman, and gave it to Mordecai (8:2). 

עֹה אֶת ן אֹתָהּ עַל-וַיָסַר פַרְּ תֵּּ עַל יָדוֹ וַיִּ תּוֹ מֵּ שׁ אֹתוֹ -טַבַעְּ בֵּ ף וַיַלְּ  .יַד יוֹסֵּ

Pharaoh removed his ring from his hand and gave it to 
Joseph, and he clothed him (41:42). 

יהֶם לֹא שָׁמַע אֲלֵּ לָיו יוֹם וָיוֹם וְּ רָם אֵּ אָמְּ י כְּ הִּ  וַיְּ

When they continued to talk to him day after day, he 
refused to listen to them (3:4). 

רָהּ אֶל דַבְּ י כְּ הִּ לֹא-וַיְּ ף יוֹם יוֹם וְּ לֶיהָ -יוֹסֵּ  שָׁמַע אֵּ

When she continued to speak to him day after day, he 
refused to listen to her (39:10). 

קְּ  יִּ כוּתוֹ וְּ ינוֹת מַלְּ דִּ כָל מְּ ים בְּ ידִּ קִּ ד הַמֶלֶךְ פְּ קֵּ יַפְּ תוּלָה וְּ צוּ אֶת כָל נַעֲרָה בְּ בְּ
ירָה אֶה אֶל שׁוּשַׁן הַבִּ  .טוֹבַת מַרְּ

 

 

Let the king appoint officials in all the provinces of his 
kingdom, and collect every beautiful virgin girl to the 
fortress of Shushan (Esther 2:3). 

רַ  צְּ שׁ אֶת אֶרֶץ מִּ מֵּ חִּ ים עַל הָאָרֶץ וְּ דִּ קִּ ד פְּ קֵּ יַפְּ עֹה וְּ שֶׁבַע יַעֲשֶה פַרְּ ם בְּ יִּ
נֵּי הַשָבָע ים הַטֹבוֹת הַבָ , שְּׁ צוּ אֶת כָל אֹכֶל הַשָנִּ בְּ קְּ יִּ רוּ וְּ בְּ צְּ יִּ לֶה וְּ אֹת הָאֵּ

שָׁמָרוּ ים וְּ עֹה אֹכֶל בֶעָרִּ  .בָר תַּחַת יַד פַרְּ

Let Pharaoh appoint officials on the land, and take a 
fifth of the [produce of the] land during the seven 
years of plenty, and collect all the food of these 
upcoming good years, and store the grain under the 
control of Pharaoh – food in the cities, let them guard 
(41:33-34). 

י בָרָעָה אֲשֶׁר יתִּ רָאִּ יכָכָה אוּכַל וְּ י אֵּ צָא אֶת-כִּ מְּ י -יִּ יתִּ רָאִּ יכָכָה אוּכַל וְּ אֵּ י וְּ עַמִּ
י תִּּ דַן מוֹלַדְּ אָבְּ  בְּ

How how can I endure to see the calamity that is coming 
to my people?  How can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred? (8:6). 

י יךְ אֶעֱלֶה אֶל-כִּ צָא -אֵּ מְּ אֶה בָרָע אֲשֶׁר יִּ י פֶן אֶרְּ תִּּ ינֶנוּ אִּ הַנַעַר אֵּ י וְּ אָבִּ
י-אֶת  אָבִּ

For how can I go back to my father if the lad is not 
with me?  I fear to see the evil that would come upon 
my father (44:34). 

כָל תֶּה לְּ שְּׁ כוֹ עָשָה מִּ מָלְּ נַת שָׁלוֹשׁ לְּ שְּׁ  שָרָיו וַעֲבָדָיו-בִּ

In the third year of his reign, he made a feast for all his 
officers and servants (1:3). 

י יוֹם ה   ישִּׁ לִּ י בַיוֹם הַשְּ הִּ כָל-לֶדֶת אֶתוַיְּ תֶּה לְּ שְּׁ עֹה וַיַעַש מִּ  עֲבָדָיו-פַרְּ

On the third day – Pharaoh’s birthday – he made a 
feast for all his servants (40:20). 

 

 

II Thematic parallels 

 A Jew rises to prominence in the foreign court. 

 There is a downturn in fortunes followed by even greater success. 

 The heroes earn royal power. 

 Two courtiers challenge the king and are punished, and through them the hero becomes known to 
the king. 

 Their success is tied in with their ability to save their people. 

 The reversal of fortunes has to do with the king’s sleeplessness. 

 The drama ends with a banquet where the invitees do not know the identity of the host.  


