Similarities between Esther and Joseph

I Verbal parallels
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He had him ride in the second chariot he had, and they
called in front of him “Abrek!” (41:43).
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Haman took the garments and the horse and he clothed
Mordecai. He had him ride in the city square and he
called in front of him, “This is what shall be done to the
one whose honor the king desires!” (6:11)
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Pharaoh removed his ring from his hand and gave it to
Joseph, and he clothed him (41:42).
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The king removed his ring which he had taken from
Haman, and gave it to Mordecai (8:2).
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When she continued to speak to him day after day, he
refused to listen to her (39:10).
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When they continued to talk to him day after day, he
refused to listen to them (3:4).
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Let Pharaoh appoint officials on the land, and take a
fifth of the [produce of the] land during the seven
years of plenty, and collect all the food of these
upcoming good years, and store the grain under the
control of Pharaoh — food in the cities, let them guard

(41:33-34).
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Let the king appoint officials in all the provinces of his
kingdom, and collect every beautiful virgin girl to the
fortress of Shushan (Esther 2:3).
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For how can I go back to my father if the lad is not
with me? I fear to see the evil that would come upon
my father (44:34).
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How how can I endure to see the calamity that is coming
to my people? How can I endure to see the destruction of
my kindred? (8:6).

VT2-537 NNYR WY NPI-NR NTPD DY NWHYD DY N

On the third day — Pharaoh’s birthday — he made a
feast for all his servants (40:20).
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In the third year of his reign, he made a feast for all his
officers and servants (1:3).

II Thematic parallels

e A Jewrises to prominence in the foreign court.

e There is a downturn in fortunes followed by even greater success.

e The heroes earn royal power.

e Two courtiers challenge the king and are punished, and through them the hero becomes known to

the king.

e Their success is tied in with their ability to save their people.

e The reversal of fortunes has to do with the king’s sleeplessness.

e The drama ends with a banquet where the invitees do not know the identity of the host.




